Greenlandic handicraft —

more than mere souvenirs

Your encounter with Greenland will give you plenty of
opportunities to buy original Greenland handicraft items such as
polar bear claws, skins and hides, jewellery, tupilaks and more.
But are you aware that several of these items either must not be
exported or require a CITES export permit?

In particular, you must be aware of objects that originate from
some of the Greenlandic animals such as whales, walruses and
polar bears, which in most cases will require a CITES permit to
take home with you.

The CITES certificate is more than simply a customs document. It
is also a guarantee that the goods originate from species that can
legally be hunted in Greenland.

The export of parts and products originating from walruses,
beluga whales and minke whales from West Greenland requires a
CITES permit, which is obtained along with your purchase.
Included, for example, is jewellery made from walrus and craft
items made from whalebone or baleen. This CITES permit is
issued at the time of purchase in most shops and outlets in
Greenland.

® Without a CITES permit you run the risk of having your
precious memento of Greenland confiscated.

® With a CITES permit you have proof on paper that your

purchase can legally be taken back to your home country.
Parts of and products made from sperm whale teeth, from the
baleen of bowhead, fin whales, humpback whales, narwhal, polar
bear and from all bird of prey species may not be exported from
Greenland.

Relevant addresses:

Greenland Home Rule

Department of Infrastructure and the Environment
Postbox 1614

3900 Nuuk, Greenland

Tel. +299 34 67 26/34 67 01

Fax +299 34 54 10

E-Mail citeskontor@gh.gl

www.nanoq.gl

Internet information:

www.skovognatur.dk/cites gives general information about
CITES and the regulations currently in force in Denmark.
www.cites.org gives information about international regulations.
The current CITES lists will be found here, showing the level of
protection enjoyed by the various species.
www.eu-wildlifetrade.org gives information about CITES and
trading in wild plants and animals in most EU languages.

NB: If in doubt, contact the Greenland Department of
Infrastructure and the Environment (DIM).

REMEMBER that illegal export or failure to obtain a permit can
result in confiscation of goods and a fine.

Rules
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remember your CITES permit
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Species/Export regulations
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List I species

Fin whale

Greenland whale

White-tailed eagle

Sperm whale

Humpback

AP A [ B4 A4

Minke whale from East Grl.

List II species

Beluga X

Polar bear (temporary freeze)*

islis

Narwhal (temporary freeze) *

Killer whale X

Minke whale from West Grl. X

List III species

Walrus* X

Not covered by CITES

Seals (except walrus)

Reindeer

Musk oxen

Sheep/lambs

The regulations are based on the Washington Convention
(CITES), which defines the international regulations for
the protection of endangered species of plants and
animals.

CITES applies to both live and dead plants and
animals as well as parts of the same.

Whatto do ...
... when you buy an item:

If you buy handicraft items made from or containing
parts of walrus, beluga whale or West Greenland

minke whale, you can obtain the necessary CITES
export permit in many shops.

If the shop itself does not complete and issue you with
the CITES permit, request one.

It is important that you receive both the front page, a red
copy and a blue copy.

The CITES permit is only valid for exporting items for
personal use.

The items must be transported in your personal luggage.
If craft items you buy on the street or in the shops do not
come with CITES permits, you can contact DIM to find
out where you can obtain the necessary permit.

... When you pass through Customs

Upon entry to your home country, you must go through
the red channel, hand in the white front page and let the
customs officer inspect the item. You should keep the
red copy for yourself.

... tn spectal circumstances

Gifts and postal items etc., including those made of
walrus, beluga, killer whale and West Greenland minke
whale, require a different kind of CITES export permit.
Contact DIM for more information.

... * Narwhal (Cist IT)
As of 6 June 2006, Greenland Home Rule introduced a
temporary ban on the export of all narwhal products.
Similarly, al/l EU countries decided in December 2004 to
introduce an import ban on all narwhal products. It is
therefore forbidden for tourists to take narwhal products
out of the country with them.

«e.. *Polar bears (List II)

On 21 February 2008 the Greenland Home Rule
introduced a temporary moratorium on the export of all
polar bear products, valid from 1 April 2008. Similarly,
all EU countries decided in February 2008 to introduce
an import ban on all polar bear products. It is no longer
legal, therefore for a tourist to export polar bear products
after 1 April 2008.

«e.. ® Walrus (List I11)

In accordance with EU legislation, all EU countries have
temporarily decided on an import ban on walrus products
from Greenland. However, tourists taking home walrus
items as personal property and holding a CITES export
permit from the Department of Infrastructure and the
Environment are not affected by the freeze.




